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Stellwagen Bank National Marine Sanctuary

The Sanctuary...

The slow retreat of massive Ice Age glaciers formed what is today Stellwagen Bank, a sand and gravel plateau at the mouth of Massachusetts Bay. There, ocean currents sweep water in and out of the bay, with the bank partially blocking the opening and funneling the flow into relatively narrow passageways. Nutrient-rich waters make this an area of high marine productivity and a multilayered food web with species ranging from single-celled phytoplankton to great whales. 

   The presence of feeding whales in the sanctuary draws an estimated one million whalewatchers a year, intent on witnessing the acrobatics of the gregarious but endangered humpback whale.

Sanctuary FAQS
Date Designated: November 4, 1992

Protected area: 842-square miles; 25 miles east of Boston, 3 miles southeast of Cape Ann, and 3 miles north of Provincetown  

Key species: Humpback whale, northern right whale, white-sided dolphin, storm petrel, northern gannet, bluefin tuna, Atlantic cod, winter flounder, sea scallop, northern lobster

Key habitats: Sand and gravel bank, muddy basins, boulder fields, rocky ledges

Sanctuary Superintendent: Craig MacDonald

Headquarters address: 175 Edward Foster Road, Scituate, Massachusetts 02066

Telephone: 781-545-8026

Fax: 781-545-8036

E-mail: craig.macdonald@noaa.gov
Website: http://stellwagen.nos.noaa.gov/
The Monitor National Marine Sanctuary

The Sanctuary...

The Monitor National Marine Sanctuary, designated in 1975, enjoys the distinction of being the nation’s first national marine sanctuary. With the passage of the Marine Protection, Research, and Sanctuaries Act (Title III) of 1972, Congress authorized the Secretary of Commerce to designate and manage, as national marine sanctuaries, areas of the marine environment with nationally significant aesthetic, ecological, historical, or recreational value. 

  The Monitor is recognized worldwide for its significance as the vessel that revolutionized nineteenth-century naval technology and warfare. In 1862, the turreted ironclad engaged the Confederate warship the CSS Virginia in battle. Less than a year later the Monitor sank during a storm off Cape Hatteras.

   Since 1995, the National Marine Sanctuary Program and its partners have worked to stabilize the Monitor’s hull and recover major components of the ship, including the propeller, propeller shaft, and skeg.  The Monitor’s steam engine was recovered in July 2001 and recovery of her famous gun turret and guns is planned for 2002. All recovered artifacts are transported to The Mariners’ Museum, Newport News, Virginia, for conservation and eventual public exhibition.   

   Resting at a depth of 235 feet, the wreck provides habitat for corals, sponges, anemones, and other plants and attracts a variety of deepwater fish.

Sanctuary FAQS
Date Designated: January 30, 1975

Protected area: 1-square mile

Key species: Amberjack, black sea bass, red barbier, scad, dolphin, sand tiger shark, corals, sea anemone, sea urchin

Key habitats: Pelagic, open ocean; artificial reef

Sanctuary Manager: Dr. John Broadwater 

Headquarters address: c/o The Mariners’ Museum, 100 Museum Drive, Newport News, VA 23606

Telephone: 757-599-3122

Fax: 757-591-7353

E-mail: monitor@nms.noaa.gov
Website:  http://monitor.nos.noaa.gov
Gray’s Reef National Marine Sanctuary

The Sanctuary...

Gray’s Reef is 17 miles off the coast of Georgia, in waters 50-70 feet deep. One of the largest nearshore sandstone reefs in the southeastern United States, its sandy, flat-bottom troughs and sandstone outcroppings and ledges are optimal for the colonization of marine invertebrates, including sponges and corals that in turn attract a rich diversity of reef and pelagic fish, sea turtles and marine mammals. The sanctuary lies near the only known calving grounds for the northern right whale, the most endangered large whale in the world.

   In 1986, the United Nations listed Gray’s Reef as an International Biosphere Reserve. In recent years, the South Atlantic Fishery Management Council designated Gray’s Reef as a “Habitat Area of Particular Concern” citing its important biological and ecological values. The Council also noted its scientific importance as a marine habitat, and its great interest to sport fishers and divers.

Sanctuary FAQS
Date Designated: January 16, 1981

Protected area: 23-square miles, 17 miles east of Sapelo Island, Georgia  

Key species: Loggerhead sea turtle, spotted and bottlenose dolphins, gag grouper, black sea bass, angelfish, barrel sponge, ivory bush coral, and sea whips

Key habitats: Calcareous sandstone reefs, sand bottom communities, moderate relief ledges, patch reefs, tropical/temperate reef

Sanctuary Manager: Reed Bohne

Headquarters address: 10 Ocean Science Circle, Savannah, Georgia 31411

Telephone: 912-598-2345

Fax: 912-598-2367

E-mail: reed.bohne@noaa.gov
Website:  http://www.graysreef.nos.noaa.gov/
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The Sanctuary...

The Monitor National Marine Sanctuary, designated in 1975, enjoys the distinction of being the nation’s first national marine sanctuary. With the passage of the Marine Protection, Research, and Sanctuaries Act (Title III) of 1972,  Congress authorized the Secretary of Commerce to designate and manage, as national marine sanctuaries, areas of the marine environment with nationally significant aesthetic, ecological, historical, or recreational value. 

  The Monitor is recognized worldwide for its significance as the vessel that revolutionized nineteenth-century naval technology and warfare. In 1862, the turreted ironclad engaged the Confederate warship the CSS Virginia in battle. Less than a year later the Monitor sank during a storm off Cape Hatteras.

   Since 1995, the National Marine Sanctuary Program and its partners have worked to stabilize the Monitor’s hull and recover major components of the ship, including the propeller, propeller shaft, and skeg.  The Monitor’s steam engine was recovered in July 2001 and recovery of her famous gun turret and guns is planned for 2002. All recovered artifacts are transported to The Mariners’ Museum, Newport News, Virginia, for conservation and eventual public exhibition.   

   Resting at a depth of 235 feet, the wreck provides habitat for corals, sponges, anemones, and other plants and attracts a variety of deepwater fish.

Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary

The Sanctuary…

The Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary contains one of the most diverse underwater communities of plants and animals in North America. Its dazzling coral reefs support rich marine populations that depend on the reefs for shelter, food, and habitat. The reefs also hold the final resting places of shipwrecks that span pre-colonial and modern maritime history. 

   This complex marine ecosystem, which also includes fringing mangroves, seagrass meadows, hardbottom communities, and bank reefs offers many opportunities to commercial fishing and tourism-based businesses that are crucial to Florida’s economy. Today, the Florida Keys Sanctuary serves as a model for international marine conservation efforts to save vulnerable oceans.

Sanctuary FAQs
Date Designated: November 16, 1990

Protected area: 3674-square miles of water surrounding the archipelago formed by the Florida Keys

Key species: Hard corals: elkhorn, staghorn, pillar, brain and star corals; soft corals: sea fans, sea rods, and sea whips; sponges; turtle grass; angelfish; spiny lobster; stone crab; grouper; tarpon

Key habitats: Coral reefs, patch and bank reefs, mangrove-fringed shorelines and islands, sand flats, seagrass meadows, hardbottom communities

Sanctuary Superintendent: Billy Causey 

Headquarters address: P.O. Box 500368, Marathon, Florida 33050. Other offices located in Key West and Key Largo. 

Telephone: 305-743-2437

Fax: 305-743-2357

E-mail: billy.causey@noaa.gov
Website: http://www.fknms.nos.noaa.gov/
Flower Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary

The Sanctuary...

One hundred miles off the coasts of Texas and Louisiana, a trio of underwater gardens emerge from the depths of the Gulf of Mexico. These fertile coral reefs serve as a regional reservoir of shallow water Caribbean reef fishes and invertebrates. Like oases in the desert, these salt domes provide homes for coral reefs, sponges, and fish of such beauty that the Flower Garden Banks have become a premier diving destination in the United States. Each winter schools of hammerhead sharks visit the sanctuary and in summer, an annual coral spawning attracts scientists and recreational divers from around the world. 

Sanctuary FAQS
Date Designated: January 17, 1992

Protected area: 56-square miles

Key species: Star coral, brain coral, manta ray, hammerhead shark, and loggerhead turtle 

Key habitats: Coral reefs, algal-sponge communities, brine seep, sand flats, artificial reef and pelagic, open ocean  
Sanctuary Manager: G.P. Schmahl 

Headquarters address: 216 West 26th Street, Suite 104, Bryan, Texas  77803

Telephone: 979-779-2705

Fax: 979-779-2334

E-mail: george.schmahl@noaa.gov
Website: http://sanctuaries.nos.noaa.gov/oms/omsflower/omsflower.html
Channel Islands National Marine Sanctuary

The Sanctuary…

A fertile combination of warm and cool currents swirling around the five islands that make up the Channel Islands National Marine Sanctuary attract a great variety of plants and animals—large nearshore forests of giant kelp, flourishing populations of fish, invertebrates, and cetaceans, and diverse colonies of pinnipeds and marine birds. Historic shipwrecks and Chumash Indian artifacts are lodged in this marine protected area.   

Sanctuary FAQs
Date Designated: September 22, 1980 

Protected area: 1,658-square miles 

Key species: California sea lion, elephant seal, harbor seal, blue and gray whale, dolphin, blue shark, brown pelican, western gull, abalone, garibaldi, and rockfish

Key habitats: Kelp forests, rocky shores, sandy beaches, seagrass meadows, deep rocky reefs, and pelagic, open ocean 

Sanctuary Superintendent: LCDR Matt Pickett

Headquarters address: 113 Harbor Way, Santa Barbara, California 93109 

Telephone: 805-966-7107

Fax: 805-568-1582

E-mail: matt.pickett@noaa.gov
Website:  http://www.cinms.nos.noaa.gov/
Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary

The Sanctuary...

The Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary, the largest of the nation’s 13 marine sanctuaries, encompasses more than 5,300 square miles of water. The sanctuary contains many diverse biological communities:  rocky shores, lush kelp forests, and one of the deepest underwater canyons in North America.  An abundance of life, from tiny plankton to huge blue whales, thrives in these waters. This diversity of habitats and marine life has made the sanctuary a national focus for marine research and educational programs. 

Sanctuary FAQS
Date Designated: September 18, 1992

Protected area:  5,328-square miles along nearly 300 miles of the central California coast from the Marin County headlands south to Cambria.  

Key species: Sea otter, gray whale, market squid, brown pelican, rockfish, giant kelp, krill, and leatherback sea turtle

Key habitats: Sandy beaches, rocky shores, kelp forests, subtidal rocky reefs, submarine canyons, cold seeps, wetlands and pelagic, open ocean

Cultural resources: Submerged shipwrecks and Indian midden sites 

Sanctuary Superintendent:  William J. Douros 

Headquarters address: 299 Foam Street, Monterey, California 93940

Telephone: 831-647-4201

Fax: 831-647-4250

E-mail: montereybay@nms.noaa.gov
Website: http://www.mbnms.nos.noaa.gov/
Gulf of the Farallones National Marine Sanctuary

The Sanctuary...

The Gulf of the Farallones Sanctuary is rich in marine resources: spawning grounds and nurseries for commercially valuable species, at least 33 species of marine mammals, and 13 species of breeding seabirds. One quarter of California’s harbor seals breed within the sanctuary while the Farallon Islands are home to the largest concentration of breeding seabirds in the contiguous United States. In addition to the Farallon Islands, the sanctuary boundaries include the coastline up to mean high tide, and protects a number of accessible lagoons, estuaries, bays, and beaches for the public. 

Sanctuary FAQS

Date Designated: January 16, 1981 

Protected area: 1255-square miles, along the coast of California north and west of 

San Francisco    

Key species: Steller sea lion, gray whale, Dungeness crab, Common Murre and Ashy Storm-petral
Key habitats: Coastal beaches; rocky shores; salt marsh; estuaries; mud and tidal flats; pelagic, open ocean; deep benthos; continental slope and shelf

Cultural resources: Shipwrecks and fossil beds

Sanctuary Manager: Ed Ueber

Headquarters address: Fort Mason, Building #201, San Francisco, California 94123

Telephone: 415-561-6622

Fax:  415-561-6616

E-mail: ed.ueber@noaa.gov
Website:  http://www.gfnms.nos.noaa.gov/
Cordell Bank National Marine Sanctuary

The Sanctuary...

About 52 miles northwest of California’s Golden Gate Bridge, at the edge of the continental shelf, Cordell Bank rises from the seafloor. For the most part, the water is about 200 feet deep, however, along a few of its ridges and pinnacles, this submerged island rises to within 120 feet of the ocean surface. Here, upwellings of nutrient rich ocean waters and the bank's topography create one of the most biologically productive areas on the West Coast--a lush feeding ground for many marine mammals and seabirds. Its depth, currents, and distance from the mainland have kept this special part of the California seafloor a mystery to the public.

Sanctuary FAQs
Date Designated: May 24, 1989

Protected area: 526-square miles, 60 miles northwest of San Francisco, California

Key species: Krill, Pacific salmon, rockfish, humpback whale, blue whale, Dall’s porpoise, albatross, and shearwater 

Key habitats: Rocky subtidal, pelagic ocean, soft sediment continental slope and shelf, 

and seamount

Sanctuary Manager: Ed Ueber

Headquarters address: Fort Mason, Building 201, San Francisco, CA 04123

Telephone: 415-561-6622

Fax: 415-868-1202

E-mail: ed.ueber@noaa.gov
Website: http://www.sanctuaries.nos.noaa.gov/oms/omscordell/omscordell.html
Fagatele Bay National Marine Sanctuary

The Sanctuary…

NOAA’s most remote sanctuary nestles in an eroded volcanic crater on the island of Tutuila, American Samoa.  An ancient Polynesian culture has served as stewards of this fringing coral reef ecosystem that contains crown-of-thorn starfish, giant clams, and blacktip reef sharks. In the late 1970s, nearly 200 species of coral were devastated by a crown-of-thorn starfish attack. Over 90% of the corals were destroyed. This attack was followed by two hurricanes, tropical storms and coral bleaching-–despite these damaging natural events, the coral has proved resilient, and today is protected by Fagatele Bay National Marine Sanctuary.

Sanctuary FAQs
Date Designated: April 29, 1986

Protected area: 0.25-square miles, 14 degrees south of the Equator, on the southwest shore of Tutuila Islands, American Samoa

Key species: Crown-of-thorn starfish, blacktip reef sharks, surgeon fish, hawksbill turtle, parrotfish, giant clam

Key habitats: Tropical coral reef

Sanctuary Manager: Nancy Daschbach

Headquarters address: P.O. Box 4318, Pago Pago, American Samoa 96799

Telephone: 684-633-7354

Fax: 684-633-7355

E-mail: nancy.daschbach@noaa.gov
Website:  http://www.fbnms.nos.noaa.gov/
Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale 

National Marine Sanctuary

The Sanctuary...

One of the world’s most important humpback whale habitats are within the warm and shallow protected waters of the Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine Sanctuary. Scientists estimate that two-thirds of the entire North Pacific humpback whale (Megaptera novaeangliae) populations migrate to Hawaiian waters to breed, calve, and nurse their newborns. The sanctuary is also home to a fascinating array of marine animals, corals, and plants, some of which are found nowhere else on Earth. Its cultural heritage includes Native Hawaiian traditions of living in harmony with the sea. 

Sanctuary FAQS
Date Designated: November 4, 1992 

Protected area: 1,370-square miles    

Key species: Humpback whale, pilot whale, Hawaiian monk seal, spinner dolphin, green sea turtle, rigger fish, cauliflower coral, limu


Key habitats: Humpback whale breeding, calving, nursing grounds; coral reefs; sandy beaches

Sanctuary Superintendent: Allen Tom

Headquarters address: Maui Office: 726 South Kihei Road, Kihei, Hawaii 96753. Sanctuary offices are also based in Oahu and Kauai islands.  

Telephone: 808-879-2818

Fax: 808-874-3815

E-mail: allen.tom@noaa.gov 

Website:  http://www.hihwnms.nos.noaa.gov/
Northwestern Hawaiian Islands Coral Reef 

Ecosystem Reserve

The Reserve...

In December 2000, President Clinton’s Executive Order 13178, established the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands Coral Reef Ecosystem Reserve in response to the serious decline in coral reefs. Many of the world’s reefs have been destroyed by human impacts such as pollution or dynamite fishing or devastated by natural events like global warming or hurricanes. While the United States has only three percent of the world’s coral reefs, approximately 70 percent of them are in the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands. As part of the Reserve’s creation, certain conservation measures restricting activities throughout the Reserve and special preservation areas were established. Following a 30-day comment period on these measures, Executive Order 13196, which amended the initial order, was issued. The Executive Orders also directed the Secretary of Commerce to initiate the process necessary in designating the area a National Marine Sanctuary.  A Reserve Advisory Council was created to provide NOAA with advice and recommendations on the Reserve’s Operation Plan for management and its efforts in the designation process.

Reserve FAQS
Date Established: December 4, 2000

Protected area: 99,500-square nautical miles 

Key species: 7,000 marine species including the endangered monk seal, threatened green sea turtle and the endangered leatherback and hawksbill sea turtle, black coral 


Key habitats: Coral reefs, seamounts, banks and shoals

Reserve Coordinator: Robert Smith 

Headquarters address: 308 Kamehameha Avenue, Suite 203, Hilo, HI 96720

Telephone: 8-8-933-8180

Fax: 808-933-8186

E-mail: Robert.Smith@noaa.gov 

Website:  http://hawaiireef.noaa.gov/
Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary

The Sanctuary...

Spanning 3,310-square miles of marine waters and rugged undeveloped beaches, the Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary provides habitat for one of the most diverse marine mammal faunas in North America and is a critical link in the Pacific flyway of seabirds. The sanctuary boasts a rich mix of cultures, preserved in the contemporary lives of the Quinault, Hoh, Quileute, and Makah Tribes.

   Along this same stretch of coastlines, vessel and air traffic, and recreational uses must be all balanced to protect the region’s natural resources. 

Sanctuary FAQs
Date Designated: July 16, 1994

Protected area: 3,310-square miles, from Cape Flattery to the mouth of the Copalis River, on Washington’s outer coast

Key species: Tufted puffin, bald eagle, northern sea otter, gray and humpback whales, dolphin, Pacific salmon, dolphin, rockfish

Key habitats: Rocky and sandy shores, kelp forests, seastacks and islands, continental shelf, open ocean, deepwater canyons

Sanctuary Superintendent: Carol Bernthal

Headquarters address: 138 W. First Street, Port Angeles, WA 98362

Telephone: 360-457-6622

Fax: 360-457-8496

E-mail: olympiccoast@noaa.gov
Website: http://www.ocnms.nos.noaa.gov/
Thunder Bay National Marine Sanctuary 

                       & Underwater Preserve

The Sanctuary...

Historic shipwrecks received special protection in the designation of the Thunder Bay National Marine Sanctuary and Underwater Preserve. In 2000, Thunder Bay became the site of the nation’s 13th sanctuary in the National Marine Sanctuary System and the first in the Great Lakes. 

  The known shipwrecks in Thunder Bay rest as close to the surface as 12 feet and as deep as 180 feet. Maritime archeologists believe the region’s shipwreck collection includes wooden schooners, barks, brigs, steamers, barges, tugboats and steel-hulled steamers and freighters—a vast collection of nineteenth century maritime history. 

Sanctuary FAQS
Date Designated: October 7, 2000

Protected area: 448-square miles in Lake Huron, off the coast of Alpena, Michigan

Cultural resources: Historic shipwrecks include the sidewheeler New Orleans (1844-49) and the steel-hulled propeller Isaac M. Scott (1909-1913)

Acting Sanctuary Manager: Ellen Brody

Address: 145 Water Street, Alpena, Michigan 49707

Telephone: 989-356-8805

Fax: 989-354-0144

E-mail: ellen.brody@noaa.gov 

Website: http://www.glerl.noaa.gov/glsr/thunderbay/
